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Introduction

Alldh . has made Nabi = such a role madel, that the person wha 15
closest to him will be the most beloved in the eyes of Aifdh -..

The booklet before you 15 an introduction to three tasks of Nabi « which
Attdf - ordained upon him a5 his responsibilities in the Noble Qurdn.

The first respansibility of the Nabr = was Lo recte the verses of the
Quran to the Ummah. This is the propagation of 0in. The second was
to punfy the souls of the believers, This is Tazkiyah. The third
responsibility was to teach the Ummah the Qur dn and Al-Hiimal.

In this booklet these tasks have been explained in some detail in the
lght of the commentaries of reliable and respected tifama.

It is hoped that by means of this work, Aifgh - blesses us with the
carrect understanding of these respensiiliies and the atility to fulfd
the rights of these responsibiities. These blessings will enable us to
emulate Wabi . and to attain perfection by adhering to hs Surnah 5o
that we attain the proximity of Almighty Allah .

Every believer, together with propagating Din and encouraging others
to do so, should also be concerned about his own spiritual ceformatian
as well as that of others. it 15 essential that a person adorns his own
lifg with good actions by studying the knpwledge of the Qur'dn and the
Sunnah and one should encourage others to do the same.

May All3h ‘. grant us the divine ability to take as much part as possible
In these three domains and may He make us the the firm adherents
and devotees to every Sunnaf of Rasaiuliah =, hence granting us love
and acceptance. Amin

{Shayknh) Fadhlur Rahman Azam

-3-
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The Responsibilities of the Ambiya’ %'
Aflah - says:

o5 7 3 0T gl il n Sy i o 3 e e e
s P%QQ?JVQQJJS:?‘?'S:JP}‘W'3~.-'L'$§‘[-é-7-i’-£'9

Aaflah w. has shown great kindnass to the bahievers, when He sent a
Messenger to them fram among themselves to recite His Signs to them
and punify them ang teach them the Book and Wisdom, before that
they were clearly misguided.”’

This theme is also mentioned in Sdraf Jumu'ah;

ST e g 5 T e s e Yy (21 o e g
o -%OJ,-;JW:J“JJ-;”—' s \Jlg R 3

It is He who raised among the umettered people o tessenger from
ameng them to recite His verses to them, purify them and teach them
the Book and Wisdom, before thal they were clearly tmisguided.”

Aflamah AtGsi® . mentions i Ruhut Maani (1:336) the Tafsir
{cammentary) af the followmg Ayah®.

=grgynder, the autn3r presents the varses deal rg with the syblect of d scussion Thase
verses nave almgst dent:Tal worgs and interpretations, altngugh the seguente of words
= e of them s shg bty different.

dSiaeak Al Imrda, \eese 114
“Surak jumirak, verse )

Y Arimak Aby! Fach! Srmgpud Din A5 Sapnd Makmud A A0S . 9 great Commentator
af the: Guridn and Muft of Baghdad. patsed away 1= 1720 a1,

Tre exegess o NS 2articy ar versé has deen Brovght; althaugn the exg a~aton apphes
2 al the afoementcred veises,
-4-
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3 Wl 3 AT el 3 AT el i Vi s ity
RERPRE "Jacl ISR PER IR g
Qur Lord! Raise up among them a Messenger from them to recite Your

Signs to them, te teach them the Book and 'Wisdom and to punfy
them." (2:128)

i 14l )
+He vall recite to Lhem Your Signs:
The Messenger will recite to them what is revealed upon him of the

Signs which point tawards the Oneness of Alldh, Prophethood and the
Hereafter.

Some schptars have interpreted the same section of the verse in the
following manner:

The Messenger will infgrm them of the pegple before tum and thase
who witi come after lum untit the Day of Judgement.

€ sl ¥
+He will teach them the Book -
The Messenger will teach them the Dook by explaming to them its

werds, the manner of its recitation and by enlightening them of its
apparent and hidden meamngs.

(&.SL PN 3‘,
CAfsHikmah-
[Here Aildman AGs) . has given four different explanations for Lhe
word Al-Hikmaf) (Wisdomy))
v Suran Qayyrah vesse 129
-5-
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The placing of objects where they befong’,
1. Something that extinguishes the Rame of Hubbud Dunyd® from
the hearts (OF the Believers).
2. The exptanation and understanding of Din
2. The Sunnah of the Massenger x which js a2 mamifestation of the

Book.
G5 9)
vAnd will purify therms

The Messenger will cleanse them of the fiith of polytheism, the impunty
of doubt and the poftulion of sins.

€5 1 ¥ 2ltudes to At-Takhiiyah whilst (wSh sy to At-Tatiiyah.?

Perhaps the reason for At-Tahliyah being mentioned before At-
Takhiiveh in this verse js to stow its importance and renk over At-
Takhlivah™, [Rohut Ma‘dnf Volume 1, Page 387)

' The actual kext from the comamentary 15 ye -y oY 34y AN 15 Ot rastricted to objects, 1t

refers ta both the animarte and inanimate. i.e. weat pasple and objects accarding ta their
nature,

“ene adoration of khe wortdly lfe

? A2-Takttiyah literally madnd 't empty' and A Tahuydh means 'te sdom or to beautify'.
Hére these wards are udsd to Sxplan two Stages of Tazkiyah (punfication). Ac-Tarhiyah
here refers to the stage when a persan rids his soul and mind from the imgurity and Glth
aof polytheism and doubt. A¢-Tahliyan refers to adormng that same saul and mird with the
teachengs and actions of fsiém,

'® This text 15 Quite technical. Merg the comengntator 15 brying to answer a question which
arises with regards to the sequence of punfication and gducabon. Understand this vath a
simple exarmple. 1€ a person wants to fill a dirty glass with pure nwlk, he has to Rrst clean
the glass and then pour the Mk, [t do8snt make any sense if the persen pours the milk
hest. In the same way punhcation s 3 means of ndding the sgal and mind af IMPLNTUES
and educatian s @ means of aderning the soul and mind, s the saquence of Lhe terms
shouid be the other way round, e, At-Takhlyah should precede ArTahiwer, The
commantater axplains this sequance, He says that At-Tarhyok 15 mantigned firsk dus to
1t Deing noblar than At-Takhliyah. (AN « kntws best.)

-6-
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The previcusly mentioned verses of bath Sdrah Jumu'ah [62:2) and
Sorah Al Imrdn |3:164] have dentical words. The only difference is
the sequence; therefore the interpretation iy similar.

Al . accepled the Du'd ¢f fvrdhim - and Ismdd < and afler a
designated time, sent @ Meysenger who possessed these three
attnbutes. Afidh - has mentioned these attributes of this Messenger .
in the Noble Qurian:

{1) In Surah Bagarah verse 151
{2) Surah Al 'fmran, Verse 164
{3) And in Sirah Jomah, Verse 2

In the aforementioned verses:', the order of the attributes are the
same, i.e. firstly, recitation of the Apdt fverses) is mentioned, then
Tazkiyah (Punification) and lastly, Ta%m {teaching) of the Bogk and 4/-
Hikmah.

In the verse where the Owd* of lbrdhim - 15 mentioned |Sdrah
Bagarafr: 128] the sequence changes shghtly. 1n this Ayah, recitation of
the Ayat 1s mentianed first, then Ta'tim af the Book and Af-Hikmah and
lastly, Tezkiyah's.

P These verses have al ea2y teen menticneéd and translated un page 2.
HBanpatiat 2t prayer.

' Tar the ese of the book'el, thige Ler s wil D6 usel over and agam. Each ter~: referg
& 3 garucular pa:t of Lthe ve-se,

L Tilawah (reltar &) or Ze'veah (Prégagat in) refars 1o ey wt =t

20 Tarhagal (Gonfication) cefeen bo s L L 0

3. Talien {teachingeducat:on) retRes ko v iie. o s et

-7-
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Commentary on These Three Duties

The Commentary of Maulana Ashraf 'Ali Thanwi* ..

Aflamah Alisi . states that the fuwst duty of recitation means that
RasOlullah - should recile and prapagate the verses of Tauhid and
Risalah and other important matters (such as the hereafter} to the
Sahdbah -.,

Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi : has mentioned in 8ayanui Qurian after the
Tafsir of Sdrah - Imean in Masdifus Suldk™:

CaSalt y ih pialas 3
In these verses there is firstly a confivmation of *Hmul Asrdr™ and of
Turvgus Sulzic'”. This has been explained in Rt Ma‘ami. Tt states
that recitation refers to propogating the verses of Tavhid and Risatah
(Praphethood). Tazkiyah {Purificaton} involves callng people towards
the Kaimg Tauheed « Ge; sk« 304 2 which inatself is an exprassion oF

Tauhid and Risalah (as this s a means of purification from pelytheism).
“Teaching the Boak’ refers to teaching the words of the Nable Que'an,
and teaching Af-Hikmah refers to explaining the hidden meanings of the
Noble Qur'an.

Tildwah is mentioned first as this is the introduction. Tazkyah iy
mentioned next as purity [from golytheism etc,] is the first
characteristic a Believer s adorned with. Ta'im follows next which 1s
one’s need after [man. The sequence of the last two attributes shovis
that At-Takhiiyah (of which Tazkiyah is 3 component) precedes At-
Tahiyah (of which Ta%im s a companent). Now the question arises as
to why A¢-Tahhpakh is mentioned before At-Takhtivah in Sirah Bagarah,

*oHakimet mmah Mapland Astval AT Thansa, great scholar from Incha LS mp led Syer
1C00 hook 5 inclysing Boh:rhts Jowar. #azsed away n L 302 &.H

* Masd ius Swivk® THS 15 a 5act o Zevoted tg disTuss 135ues relating to the metngy of
attd ring the recag=ihian of the o shty. TS Guthar bringt such o Sect o 4a%er reery
Siinah.

* knawledge noL attained by nreans af & martal being.

Pty to the recogrtion of tre Alnnghty.

-8-
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this is perhaps to highlight the rank of At-Tahliyah above At-Takhiiyah.
[ROMU! Ma'éni]

Maulana Ashraf 'Alf Thanwi .. says further:

The changing of the sequence in the verses shows that At-Tahliyah can
precede Ad-Takitiyah if the Circumstances demand that. According to
the Sufis bath are practiced upon'®. [Baydnul Quran volume 1, page
292]

An Extract from the Lecture of Mauldna Indmul
Hasan™

Hadhratyi Mauiana In'émul Hasan .- once gave a lecture to the Ulama
reqarding Da'wah, Tazkiyah and Tatim during an fitimd’ held in
Chandptir which is in the province of Bajndr, on the 15" Shabdn 1395
AH {23'Y August 1975). This is an extract from his lecture;

Al3h 4 has said:

H.l\s.h}” ~ 'F.q!x,hmtfﬂ;ﬁrpﬁ,.a) ..a'i\d.iwg;.ﬂ\,h

- i.as.'hjl 3
Alidh & sent Raslfulfah 1 with three duties;
{1) Da'wah
{2) Tazkiyah and
(3) Tavim.

Da'wah was the primary duty of the Messenger as the existence of the
other two depends on it. During the era of Rasdiufidh x and the
Sandban x, it was Da‘'wah that gave life to Tazkiyah and Ta%im. Da'wah

! azeording to the Sufis one’s Tazkwah caa accur by ether cleansing the soul fiest and
then aderning 1t with good deeds 1.e. A¢-TokRfysth then A¢-Takiysh. And in certan
cirgumstances Tazkiyah can occur by firstly carrying qut goad degds and then cleanung
the soul 1.e. Az-Tahbyah then de-Takhiiyan. Here Mawiand Asheaf ‘AN Tharwi mentons
that the secand process of Tazkiyah rs also established fréam the Gur'an.

i Mauldnd Inamul Hasas .. was the Aiir of the Tablighe effart. An effart which has
helped revive the #fort af cammanding towards good and forbidding evil.
-9-
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1S essential in this day and age for the very same reasof. [Dawst &
Baswad dur UL wd FAlind wa fdraak. Pagés Z7 end 28 Maviana Mutaninad Shahéd
Sahen)

The First Duty of the Ambiya < was Da'wah

Feom the aforementioned works af Aildmah Alis:, Mauldng Thanwe and
Mauldng Indmut Rgzan it 15 evident that the first duty of Rasuiuitdn
+ was Dawah., By reciting the verses of the Noble Quridn to the
Sahabah ., Raswiulldh - called Lhem tawards the aneness of Alfah <
and Isfém. The SahSban™® . were native Arabs and therefore easily
understood the verses of Tauhid, Risdlah and the Akhira (Hereafter),

[t was by means of this Oa'wah that their hearte were cleansed from
the impurity of disbehef and polytheism, punfied from doubt and
uncertainty, Furthermore, this Oa‘'wah punfied them of all thewr past
habits and sing. This is Tazkoyah, the second duly of the Messenger -
Finally, by studying the literal and intricate meamngs of the foble
Quran together with the blessed sayings of Rastiulidh =, the Sahdbah
vowere adorned wilh the complete Sharish and the beauty af Lhe
Sunnah, As a result, the Sahdbah -~ became beautfied with all kinds of
wonderfut attributes and were free from all evil traits.

Ta%im of the Book entals understanding the literal meanings of the
words of the Quridn and it entails learning how to cecite it correctly.
T2%hm Qf At-Hikmah enils understanding the 13ws mentionad in it
verses, its intricate meanings and wisdoms, This is apparent from the
cormmentary of Affamah Atdsi

Thezcommentar);r of Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani
. 1

e

Alidman Shabbir Ahmagd Uthmani . commentaled on the verse of At-
‘Irmran as follows:

“* 1 he Companians af the Keasenger =

S animah Shadte Lrhmam was 3 5engtar nf great statas. Smnngst 1 5 arhigvements
was trr romplrhan <f Jaf%ie Ltemam A great reegen s af tEe Nanie Geirida and imit ating
af aZonmuentary 2+ Sahil Mustor (v S way lates Lo pleted by Muftd Tagi Sthendns).

- 10 -
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To summarise this verse four aspects from the life of the Messenger
have been mentioned:

(1) Recitation of the verses (to the Sahdbah). Due to Arabic being
the mother tongue of the Sahdbah, they understood the literal
meanings and acted upon the verses.

(2) Purification of the souls. (To rid the soul from all types of
egoism, polytheism and sins.??)

(3) Teaching the Book (explaining the intricate meanings of the Noble
Qur’an). The need for such explaining arose when doubts occurred in
the minds of the Sahdbah due to them relying on the common usage of
certain words. Rasdlulldh % would thereafter explain the true meaning
and context of the verse. By means of which the doubts of his
companions would be cleared.

To cite an example of the above scenario Alldh Ta'ala says in Sdrah

Andm:3

(..Uqﬁ\.u\ \“M’j’pg\}iﬁg,;;u\
There were a few verses which needed the clarification of the
Messenger #.

(4) Teaching Al-Hikmah (To teach the deeper meanings of Al-
Hikmah) and to explain the hidden meanings and intricacies and inform
the Sahdbah of the deep wisdoms of Shari‘ah. This was either done
explicitly or implicitly. Through the grace of the Almighty and His help
that a naive nation, who for centuries were in gross ignorance and were
drowning in clear misguidance were saved. Within a few years, by
means of the teaching and company of Rasdlulldh % they became
guides and teachers for the entire humanity. For the abovementioned
reasons it is crucial that they recognise this great bounty and never

even forgetfully sadden the heart of the Messenger %. (Fawéid Shabbiriyyah
- Sdrah Al-'Imrén )

2 refers to exerting oneself in the purification of souls.

2 This is Suréh Andm : 82: “Those who believe and obscure not their belief by
wrongdoing, theirs is safety; and they are rightly guided.”

The Companions understood wrongdoing to refer to general sins which meant that even
the smallest of sins would deny a believer from safety and would deprive a person from
being rightly guided. This caused them to be greatly perturbed. Rasulullah later
explained to them that in this verse wrongdoing refers to ascribing partners with Allah
and not general sins. This explanation removed their anxiety.

-11 -
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Other Verses and Ahadith explaining the Missions of
the Ambiya

In gll the aforementioned verses of the Noble Qur'dm, the first duty of
the Messenger . is to propagate by means of reciting the verses of the
Nobfe Qur'an.

Imam Bukhdri . mentions n his Ai-Jami®?, that the first revelation
consisted of the first five verses of Sirah 'Alag (Iqgra’). Thece verses
are an introduction to Af3h =, They mention that Me is the Creator,
They explan that Al3h < created man from a clot of blood, He is the
tcue Cherisher of man and that Alf3h . provides the creations’
necessities and helps them rgach their decreed potential,  He is most
Kind, He tavght man by means of the Pen and taught Man what he
knew not. Read n the name of that Lord!

After the first revelation, a lengthy intermission prevailed. Thereafter,
the verses of Sirah Muddathir were revealed. It was in this Sorah”™
that Rasdiufidh -« received the command of Da'wah.

O iy 3 Oy
Stand vp and wam the people, and express the greatness of your
Cherisher.

in other wards, now wnform others of the Rabb yau have recognised.

After this revelation, the message from Allgh came continuously for ten
to twelve years. During these years, revelation was confined to Tauhid,
Prophethaod and the Herealter. Rasdiufidh » used to propanate these
verses to the people by reciting them.

Qe B e 1AL S
By reciting the verses of the Noble Qur'dn, he would reinforce the faith
af the people, purify their hearts fram the impurities of doubt and

 Refenng 10 a Haditn of Bukdari.
i SGean Mudoathie Verse 3

-12 -
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polytheism, cleansing their hearts of the false beliefs of the polytheists
and the People of the Book. [ROhul Ma’ani 4:114]

After this period of ten to twelve years, when the Ahkdm (commands of
Saldh, Saum etc) were revealed, the details of these Ahkdm were
explained to the Sahdbah 4 and were practically demonstrated to
them. As the verses were revealed, their words, meanings, purposes,
intricacies and wisdoms were explained to the Sahdbah 4. In this
manner, their hearts and minds were adorned with the knowledge and
understanding of Din.

One stage of Tazkiyah was that which was achieved only through
listening to the verses of the Noble Qur’én being recited upon them and
by means of propagation. Through this method of Tazkiyah, they
achieved:

« the conviction of the attributes of Allah.

e the certainty that success lies only in the Sunnah of Rasdlulladh
o the true belief and reality of the Hereafter,

o faith in the existence of Jannah and Jahannam,

the belief that none other than the Almighty was responsible for
every gain and every setback,

the knowledge that only the Almighty gave life and took it away,
the understanding that true life was the life after death,

the realization that this world was merely a temporary abode,
purity from the uncertainty and polytheism and from the false
beliefs of the people of the past.

By virtue of these attributes the Sahabah # overcame and endured
mountains of calamities and remained steadfast.

The Sahabah were elevated to another stage of Tazkiyyah after the
revelation of Ahkam pertaining to refraining from sin.

iy 0 033 5

Refrain from both apparent and inconspicuous sins.

% Slrah An'am : 120
13-
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The Sahdbah # immediately complied when the orders came from Alldh
% to refrain from malice, enmity, miserliness, lethargy, arrogance and
other maladies of the heart. Likewise, when the prohibitions of
adultery, theft, alcoholism, false accusation, backbiting, harbouring ill-
thoughts, evil glances and other sins were revealed, the Sahdbah # did
not hesitate to comply. When the Sahabah 4 were prohibited from
abstaining from good deeds, they complied to this and were purified
even further. This final stage of not abstaining from good deeds is the
highest level of Tazkiyah.

If we take this meaning of Tazkiyah from the supplication of Ibréhim s
(2:128), then the point made by Alldmah Aldsi . (below) with regards
to the sequence of Ta%im and Tazkiyah will be understood and held in
high regard.

Alldmah Aldsi 1. says in the Tafsir of Siirah Bagarah, verse 151:

Allah 3z placed Tazkiyah before Ta'lim in this verse (2:151) and in the
supplication of Ibrédhim (2:128) after Ta'lim to show that in both places
the intended meaning is different. For both sequences there is an
explanation. (RGhul Ma’ani Volume 2 Page 128)

Where Tazkiyah is mentioned before Talim the first meaning of
Tazkiyah is intended i.e. purification from the impurities of doubt and
polytheism from the false beliefs of the Polytheists and the People of
the Book. Where Ta’im succeeds Tazkiyah the second stage of
Tazkiyah is intended i.e. conviction in the attributes of Alldh and the
Hereafter etc.

From this, we learn that in both places Tazkiyah has different
implications and there is an explanation for its position in both verses.

Alldmah AlGsi 42 explains in Volume 2 page 18
(.‘/gi“ j ;)E.Sj\ ,v,w’/i)

Ibrdhim s placed Tazkiyah after Ta'lim referring to the higher stage of
Tazkiyah and this stage can only be attained after Ta'lim of the Book
and Al Hikmah. The remaining verses from the various Sdrahs refer to
the lower stage of Tazkiyah, i.e. purification from polytheism etc. It is
for this reason that Tazkiyah was mentioned before Ta’lim in those

-14 -
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verses, because Ta'tim of the 8ook and Al-Hikmah can not be achieved
without this purification. Dispelief would be an ovstacle in this Tatim. 7

Conclusion

Further on Afdmah AlGsi brings a few other interpretations and then
concludes as follows:

The most that can be said about this is: Since Ta'fim remaoved
uncertainty and all types of evil fram the lives of the Sahabah = it was
a means of purification for them. So this sequence [Ta'tim before
Tazkiyah] shows that the action which leads to the consequence is
brought to represent the consequence, Uke the example of an archer
and death in the technicalities of the Arabs when they say: "He shot
hirn, thus kitted him.,” Understand fike so! %

It Is for this reason that In the Tafsir of Surah Baqarah verce 151,
Aldmatr Alpsi holds Tazkivah to mean the negation of doubt and
pelytheism or the falsification of the beliefs of the polytheists and
bellefs of the Peaple of the Book.

However, in his Tafsfr of (2:128), he has detided to combine both

stages of Tazkiyah:
G55

He will purify them from the mpurities of polytheism, the filth of
uncertainty and the stains of sin .

Here Aflah Ta‘'ala mentions one additional explanation of purification
viz. purity from the stains of Sin.

Glory be to Alldh, What an excellent explanation!

#* Rohu! Ma'dni Votume 2. Page 18

“ [n the Arabic Janpuage, when a person says, “He shot lim, thus killed MM shozting 5
mataphorically asseciated with kiling, whereas shooting does ngt always nacesstate
kilhing. |n thg ke manner wree the eradicatign of ungertainty ang sin 15 AxsecIated vath
Talir, nese it i3 mentianed that it does eradicate the abave évils.

“ Rl M33n7 velume 1, Page 387

-15-
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Final Note

Frem {he exgellent commentary Qf these verses, we learn thal a perfect
adherent to the Suanah is that person who as well as giving Da'wah, is
also devoted to 'llm™ and is involved in the Tazkivah of hwnself and
athers.

Students of Din and Wama should pay special attention to this. We
should conlinue taking part in both the effarts of Oa'wah and Tazkiyah.
[deally we should fulfil the rights of all three activitees (Da'wah, Tatim
and Tazkiyah}., Shariah promotes accumulation (of all these
respansibiities) and does not encourage the distribution {of these
respansitulities).!

May Aifah - grant us the ability 10 bring these atinbutes inla our Lves!
VAT g Y41 dar g eI o e Loy

(Shaykh) Fadhlur Rahman Azami
15" Jumadal Ula 1426 AH
22" June 2005

R 44

L;,,mk

“Tre refers 4 slamic Krow idge

“Here the Staykh caacludes by Sayimy that Shar 'zh e-Zourages th3t everyane shaula

by ba taxe 231 2ll the résazcgibil Les af ene Mecserge- . Shan'alr Joes nat Lealh us
2 allzcate (ne dfe gt respons 2 hoes on different rdwiduals o a0 Garticu 3% Qoues.,
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